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UNEP Regional Office for North America (RONA)

PROGRAM 
North American Scientific Consultation 
Intergovernmental Panel on Biodiversity and Ecosystem Services (IPBES)
Co-sponsored by 
The National Academy of Sciences (NAS) U.S. National Committee for DIVERSITAS and 
The International Union for Conservation of Nature (IUCN)
April 27, 2010, 09:30 - 15:30 
Hosted by the National Academy of Sciences
Members’ Room, 2101 Constitution Ave., NW, Washington, DC 20418
09:15
Registration

09:30
Welcoming Remarks 
Amy Fraenkel, Director, UNEP RONA
Kerri-Ann Jones, U.S. Assistant Secretary of State for Oceans and International Environmental and Scientific Affairs 
09:45
Moderated Panel Discussion:  IPBES and the Science-Policy Interface 
Opening Remarks, Thomas Lovejoy, Biodiversity Chair, Heinz Center for Science, Economics and the Environment (Moderator)
Options for improving the science-policy interface for biodiversity and ecosystem services, Ibrahim Thiaw, Director, UNEP Division of Environmental Policy Implementation
Is there a need for an IPBES?  Chris Field, Director of the Carnegie Institution's Department of Global Ecology (via remote)   
What can we learn from existing models of global assessment mechanisms?  Robert Corell, Chair, The Climate Action Initiative, Principal, Global Environment and Technology Foundation and its Center for Energy and Climate Solutions, and Professor II at University of Tromsø and Saami University College (Norway)
Key Questions for Discussion, Charles Perrings, Professor of Environmental Economics at Arizona State University
10:45
Moderated Discussion
12:00
Lunch
13:00
Breakout Sessions
· How could the issues, questions and priority for assessments by an IPBES be defined? What mechanisms from other models might be considered? 
· How can an IPBES best ensure broad engagement of different knowledge sources, and credible review?  What kinds of capacity issues exist, and what are options for how these could be addressed? 
14:00
Report back to Plenary Session and Discussion (Thomas Lovejoy, Moderator)
15:15
Closing comments and Observations
Mary Beth West, Director, IUCN Office in Washington, D.C.
Amy Fraenkel, Director, UNEP RONA
