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Sustainability and Rio+20 at Forefront of
United Nations North American Youth Network

Washington, D.C./Berkeley, California, 10 August 2011 - Fifteen (15) young environmental
leaders, between the ages of 18 and 24 from the United States and Canada, will meet at the
University of California at Berkeley on 11-12 August 2011 to participate in the third Tunza
North America (Tunzana) Youth Network Conference. Tunza, the name of the United Nations
Environment Programme’s (UNEP) children and youth program, is a Swahili word meaning to
treat with care and affection.

The Tunzana Network, established in 2008 by UNEP’s Regional Office for North America
(RONA), provides an opportunity for North American youth to showcase their environmental
work on a regional and international platform, while also connecting them to UNEP and its
global Tunza Network. In support of UNEP’s mandate, these youth raise environmental
awareness and take action in their school and their communities.

“Engaging young people on sustainability is key in addressing today’s environmental
challenges, particularly prior to next year’s United Nations Conference on Sustainable
Development (or Rio+20). We look forward to learning from this committed group of young
people what messages they would like to send to the world’s leaders at Rio+20”, said Amy
Fraenkel, Director of UNEP RONA.

Representing UNEP at the conference will be Elisabeth Guilbaud-Cox, UNEP RONA’s Head of
Communications and the person responsible for initiating the Tunzana Network. The conference
will be facilitated by Darian Rodriguez Heyman, founder of Code Green Agency and a well-
known figure in both corporate and philanthropic circles.

In addition to developing a strategy for the Network’s activities in the coming year, the

conference program will include:

e Workshops on fundraising, leadership, event programming and social media;

e The election of two representatives who will represent North America at UNEP’s
International Children and Youth Conference in Bandung, Indonesia in September 2011, at
UNEP’s Governing Council in Nairobi, Kenya in February 2012, and at Rio+20 in Brazil in
June 2012;

e The preparation of a statement on their environmental concerns to be presented at the three
afore-mentioned meetings.

The two-day event, which will include 10 youth from the United States and five from Canada,
will provide the participants with a better understanding of what UNEP does, improve their



ability and capacity to raise environmental awareness and action in their communities and serve
as an opportunity to share experiences and learn from each other.

For more information on the Tunzana Network, contact:

Elisabeth Guilbaud-Cox, Head of Communications, UNEP RONA, E-mail: elisabeth.guilbaud-
cox@unep.org; tel: (202) 812-2100;

Andrea DiPaola, Communications Assistant, UNEP RONA, E-mail: andrea.dipaocla@unep.org,
tel: (202) 621-5037,

Maria Paula Bermudez, E-mail: rona3@unep.org; tel: (817) 240-9927.

For more information about the Tunza network visit www.unep.org/Tunza

To interview one of the youth representatives, see list below:

United States

Marisol Becerra mbecerr4@gmail.com (773) 727-2804 Chicago, Illinois
Erica Christensen ericalchristensen@gmail.com (615) 423-7967 Memphis, Tennessee
Hope Connolly Hhc2119@columbia.edu (609) 933-9150 New York City

Foad Green foadgreen@gmail.com (707) 245-0356 Lakeport, California
Kristin Grenier Kgrenier271@yahoo.com  (859) 457-0945 Cynthiana, Kentucky
Chase Grieve chgrieve@gmail.com (415) 246-8868 San Rafael, California
Kaitlin Griffith kaitgriff@comcast.net (941) 468-4933 Englewood, Florida
Kenya James kenyajjames@gmail.com (404) 840-9957 Washington, D.C.
Danielle Mayall danielle.mayall@gmail.com (703) 216- 8661 Alexandria, Virginia
Richard Merritt GreenSEEED@gmail.com  (301) 302-6995 Atlanta, Georgia
Canada

Eden Full spacecamper@gmail.com  (609) 613-6204 Calgary, Alberta
Thomas Howard thoward98@gmail.com (709) 728-8459 Kingston, Ontario
Kalin McCluskey kalin.mccluskey@gmail.com (250) 217-7983 Victoria, B.C.
Osman Raza razaosman@gmail.com (519) 254-8332 Windsor, Ontario

Olivia Toussaint-Martin oliviatoussaint@hotmail.com(418) 628-8610 Quebec City, Quebec
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